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Crockett Retires After 
35 Years at BC 
After 35 years of service in the Depart­
ment of Chemistry, Bridgewater College 
bade a fond farewell to Dr. Joe Crockett. 
He was honored with the President's 
Medal and elected Professor of Chemistry, 
Emeritus, by the Board of Trustees. 
Crockett came to BC in 1985 as Associate 
Professor of Chemistry. Before that, he was 
an instructor at Tulane University for two 
years and an Assistant Professor of Chem­
istry at Baker University for five years. He 
earned his bachelor's degree in mathe­
matics from Hampden-Sydney College in 
1973 and his Ph.D. in organic and organo­
metallic chemistry from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1979. 
During his Bridgewater career, Crockett 
served 13 years as chemistry depart­
ment chair and served as the College's 
Chemical Safety Officer from 1996 to 
2016. A member of the American Chem­
ical Society since 1974, Crockett served 
in numerous leadership roles at the 
state and national levels. "He has always 
been student-centered, mentoring and 
encouraging his students to be success­
ful academically, but also find their life's 
passion," commented Dr. Phil Spickler, 
Division Head of Natural Sciences. 
Dr. Ken Overway, Associate Professor of 
Chemistry and current Department Chair, 
mentioned that in addition to his formal 
titles, Crockett was known to his colleagues 
as "Mr. I-Know-Everyone," "Mr. Chemical 
Inventory" and "Guardian of the Everclear" 
(for chemical purposes of course!). 
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN PSYCHOLOGY -
MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONS 
The new Master of Science in Psychology - Mental Health Professions (MSPsy) pro­
gram is designed for students who wish to complete a one-year master's degree in 
psychology. If taken full time, the program can be completed in as little as 35 weeks. 
The program content and skill development meets the state requirements for the 
designation of Qualified Mental Health Professional (QMHP), which is a new first-level 
professional designation administered by the Commonwealth of Virginia. The program 
can also be used as a stepping stone for future mental health graduate programs in 
clinical social work, professional counseling, school psychology or clinical psychology. 
Find out more at bridgewater.edu/mspsy. 
MESSAGE FROM THE DIVISION HEAD 
Greetings, Alumni and Friends! 
We started this new academic year 
enthusiastic about the prospect of once 
again having our students on campus 
after abruptly shifting to remote learning 
in mid-March. We are navigating this 
strange new world of socially distanced 
classrooms, virtual office hours and Zoom 
meetings as students, faculty and staff 
learn new ways of interacting with each 
other. 
In the midst of this, we also have cause 
to celebrate. In this newsletter, you will 
read about the milestones and accom­
plishments of our students and faculty, as 
well as two new academic programs in 
their inaugural year, all of which serve as 
great examples of our ability to provide 
exceptional educational experiences for 
our students. 
Opening our new academic year was 
no easy feat, but our entire community 
came together with creativity and re­
sourcefulness in meeting the challenges 
of providing both in-person and remote 
learning for our students. We hope we 
can connect with you in person as well 
before too long. 
Take care and stay well! 
Best wishes, 
Phil 




SUMMER 2020 RESEARCH AWARDS 
MARTIN SCIENCE RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
Daniel R. Hancock, a senior physics major, from Ferrum, Va. (with Dr. Deva O'Neil), "Translating an Analytical Approximation of 
Gravitational Waves into Python Code." 
Anton M. Kopti, a sophomore computer science major with a minor in mathematics, from Tel Aviv, Jerusalem (with Dr. Jason 
Ybarra), "Using King Model Simulations to Refine Virial Cluster Mass Estimates." 
Kynah B. Walston, a senior psychology major, from Fairfield, Pa. (with Dr. Curtis Bradley), "Effects of Gender and Gustatory 
Reinforcers on Caffeine and Ethanol Self-Administration in Mice." 
THE RESEARCH EXPERIENCE@ BRIDGEWATER 
Dareen Awwad, a junior applied physics and business administration double major, 
from Ramallah, Palestine (with Dr. Jason Ybarra), "Neural Network Analysis of Handwritten 
Astronomical Records" 
Jacob W. Howard, a junior computer science major with a minor in mathematics, from 
Ruckersville, Va. (with Dr. Verne Leininger), "A Compendium of Exact Sums of Infinite Series" 
Cailyn P. Leo, a senior biology major, from Pasadena, Md. (with Dr. Moshe Khurgel), "Sex 
Determination in Axolotls using PCR" 
Emily A. Schloss, a sophomore biology major, from Chantilly, Va. (with Dr. Moshe Khurgel), 
"Study of Weak Electrical Fields in Axolotl Regeneration" 
Joshua M. Sprouse, a senior biology major, from Charlottesville, Va. (with Dr. Ed Lickey), 
"Determining Gene Flow between Baldcypress and Pondcypress" 
Kenneth J. Williams, a senior computer science major from King George, Va. , with Dr. 
Janne Flory), "Future Improvements of Data Integration Models." Joshua Sprouse 
Dr. Janne Flory and Kenneth Williams Kynah Walston and Dr. Curtis Bradley 
Faculty News 
Dr. Steve Baron, Harry G.M. Jopson Professor of Biology, 
was honored Nov. 7, 2019, at the annual Virginia Foundation 
for Independent Colleges luncheon in Richmond, Va. , where 
he received the H. Hiter Harris Jr. Excellence in Undergraduate 
Teaching Award. The award is given annually to a faculty member 
at a VFIC member college who has a strong professional history 
that reflects a clear and abiding commitment to excellence in 
teaching undergraduates. 
Dr. Hunter Honeycutt, Associate Professor of Psychology, had 
an article published in the Oxford Research Encyclopedia of 
Psychology, "Nature and Nurture as an Enduring Tension in the 
History of Psychology." 
Dr. Tamara Johnstone-Yellin, Associate Professor of Biology, took 
five students to the annual meeting of the Virginia Chapter of the 
Wildlife Society, where she led the conference as Chapter President. 
Dr. Moshe Khurgel, Associate Professor of Biology and 
Environmental Science, gave a presentation, 
"Experimental Evolution with Digital Organisms," at the Organism 





Bridgewater College has a new 
undergraduate major in fall 2020, in 
data science and analytics. The major 
is the result of strategic review of 
the curriculum in the Department of 
Mathematics and Computer Science 
(MCS) and reflects the growth of data 
science in the job market. The de­
mand for data scientists, researchers 
and analysts is growing dramatically, 
and many current positions in IT, mar­
keting and HR require a knowledge 
of analytics. 
Dr. Janne Flory, Assistant Professor 
in the MCS department, said that the 
department felt strongly that they 
needed to update their curriculum 
to meet today's workforce needs 
and give BC students the tools they 
needed to be successful. "Data sci­
ence and analytical skills are in great 
demand, but the market only sup­
plies a very small amount of qualified 
people," she said. 
She shared that the program is 
interdisciplinary, and the courses of­
fered can benefit a number of majors 
in areas such as biology or business 
administration. If a student prefers to 
select a minor, they can choose data 
analytics or data administration. "This 
major can double or triple the job 
opportunities of our graduates," Flory 
commented. 
2020 COLLEGE AWARD WINNERS 
BIOLOGY 
Excellence in Biology Award 
Jenny Searles, Sarah Wampler, William Woodward Ill 
Excellence in Environmental Science Award 
Lindsey Hensley, Sabrina Volponi 
Outstanding Research Award in Biology 
Melissa Lempicki, Sarah McIntyre 
Outstanding Research Award in Environmental Science 
Sabrina Volponi 
CHEMISTRY 
John Martin Award for Organic Chemistry 
Ben Hanks 
Garland L. Reed Chemistry Award 
Jyailah Friendly 
Dr. Stuart R. Suter Endowed Scholarship 
Youmna Moawad, Lane Phillips 
American Chemical Society Outstanding Senior Award 
Gabrielle Perkins 
Joseph M. and Jane A. Crockett Endowed Award 
Era Shehu, Mary Ruth Shifflett 
MATHEMATICS AND COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Outstanding Senior in Mathematics Award 
Sabrina Volponi 
Outstanding Senior in Computer Science Award 
Simon Sawyer 
Outstanding Senior in Information Systems Management Award 
Miller Kines 
PHYSICS 
Dale V. Ulrich Physics Scholarship Award 
Stephen Pincus 
PSYCHOLOGY 
Donald R. Witters Psychology Awards 
Outstanding Academic Award: Sarah Wampler 
Outstanding Leadership Award: Autumn Shifflett 
Outstanding Research Award: Lane Salisbury 
and Its Environment symposium held at the European Molecular 
Biology Laboratory in Heidelberg, Germany. 
Professors of Biology and Environmental Science, presented their 
research, "Fish Two Ways? An Interdisciplinary Investigation of 
Biodiversity," at the Association for Biology Laboratory Education 
(ABLE) Conference in Ottawa, Canada. The research was also 
included in Advances in Biology Laboratory Education, 2020, 
Dr. Erin Morris Miller, Associate Professor of Psychology, is part 
of a collaboration from the Center for Open Science (COS) that 
has received funding from the National Science Foundation to 
create an ECR Data Resource Hub, which will facilitate rigorous 
and reproducible research practices such as data sharing and 
study registration. 
Drs. Robyn Puffenbarger and Kimberly Bolyard, Associate 
Vol. 41, the organization's annual publication. Puffenbarger and 
Bolyard worked to identify the wild-caught fish from Virginia 
streams bytvvo methods: the anatomical characteristics of the fish 
and their DNA. 
BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE 
OTOOAND MACDOUGALL JOIN FACULTY 
Dr. Barnabas Otoo joined the De­
partment of Chemistry as an Assistant 
Professor with specialization in organic 
chemistry. Otoo earned his undergrad­
uate degree from the University of Cape 
Coast in Cape Coast, Ghana, an M.S. 
in chemistry from East Tennessee State 
University and a Ph.D. in organic chem­
istry from Purdue University. He has an 
active research program that involves the 
synthesis, isolation, and purification of 
organic compounds, and he is interested 
in providing opportunities for students 
to work with him on research projects. 
Dr. Elizabeth MacDougall joined the 
Department of Psychology as an Asso­
ciate Professor and will teach courses in 
the new Master of Science in Psychol­
ogy-Mental Health Professions pro­
gram that began this fall. MacDougall 
earned a B.S. in Psychology from Geneva 
a6a110:; JaJeMa6pug 
Ol\fd 
saa� '2 a6eJSOd 
uo11ez1ue6JQ JIJOJd UON 
Dr. Barnabas Otoo 
College, an M.A. in Clinical Psychology 
from Loyola College (Md.) and a Ph.D. in 
clinical psychology from Fairleigh Dick­
inson University. She has prior teaching 
experience in both undergraduate and 
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Dr. Elizabeth MacDouga/1 
graduate education and has active re­
search interests in areas including clinical 
geropsychology, thanalogy, and religion 
and spirituality. 
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